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SUBJECT: VISIT OF IRAQI-AMERICANS AND STATUS OF 
CHRISTIAN MINORITIES 

REF: (A) BAGHDAD 0875, (B) BAGHDAD 0865. 

1 . USINT CONOFF RECENTLY MET WITH ELIA AND JACK NAJOR 
(AMERICANIZED VERSION OF NAJJAR, AS CARRIED IN LOCAL PRESS), 
TWO MEMBERS OF THE IRAQI-AMERICAN DELEGATION FROM SAN 
DIEGO (REF B). NEITHER HAD VISITED IRAQ SINCE 1961, AND 

BOTH WERE FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH THE CHANGES THAT THEY 
SAW. THEY COMMENTED ALSO ON THE GREATLY IMPROVED 
RELIGIOUS ATMOSPHERE IN IRAQ. THE TWO NOTICED MUCH LESS 
TENSION NOW BETWEEN DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS GROUPS THAN EXISTED 
BEFORE, AND FELT THAT THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT HAS MADE REAL 
PROGRESS IN THIS AREA. 

2. ALL EXPENSES FOR THE TRIP WERE PAID BY THE MINISTRY 

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND THE NAJORS SAID THAT THEY HAD BEEN 
INVITED TO STAY AS LONG AS THEY WISHED. WHILE HERE, THEY 
VISITED SEVERAL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, MET WITH VICE PRESIDENT 
MAAROUF AND FOREIGN MINISTER HAMMADI, AND MADE STATEMENTS 
FOR THE IRAQI PRESS AND TELEVISION (REF B). 
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3. COMMENT: AS WITH EARLIER TRIPS OF IRAQI AMERICANS, 

SAN DIEGO GROUP SEEMED GENUINELY IMPRESSED BY CHANGES 
WHICH HAD OCCURRED SINCE THEY EMIGRATED. SEVERAL CAVEATS 
ARE IN ORDER. IRAQI REGIME OBVIOUSLY MAKES SURE THAT 
VISITING EMIGRES SEE THE BEST SIDE OF MODERN IRAQ, AND 
VISITORS WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO ENGAGE IN PUBLIC CRITICISM 
EMBARRASSING TO THEIR HOSTS. REINFORCING LATTER 
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INCLINATION IS REALIZATION THAT OPEN CRITICISM WOULD 
HARDLY HELP THEIR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES IN IRAQ. 

NONETHELESS, WE RELIEVE THAT EMIGRES, WHO LEFT IRAQ 
DURING PERIODS OF GREATER MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN TENSION 
THAN EXISTS AT PRESENT, ARE GENUINELY IMPRESSED BY 
DEGREE TO WHICH SECULAR BAATHI GOVERNMENT IS IMPLEMENTING 
POLICY OF NO RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION. 
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